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areas the better off members of depressed castes like Bhangis
and Chamars often experience difficulties in renting houses
in good localities.

Other Social Disabilities

In some places the high castes take good care to see that
the depressed class people do not develop   notions   of  self-
respect.   They would not allow them to assume decent names;
nor would they permit them to dress after the manner of the high
caste Hindus.    While in most parts of the country humiliating
restrictions of the above type have disappeared, in the hills and
other inaccessible places conditions continue to be much'the
same as in the past.    In Kangra, for instance, depressed class
women are not allowed to wear flounces deeper than four inches
to their dress nor to use gold ornaments.  Restrictions similar in
nature to these are also found in Tehri Garhwal.    Even at present
these people are not permitted, in the hills, to carry the bride or
bridegroom  in   a. doll  or jhampan.    In the countryside they
cannot always use shoes and umbrellas in the presence of the
high caste Hindus..  Instances are not uncommon of Chamars
being  deprived  of  umbrellas, penknives,  etc. by the Zamin-
dars.    A  depressed  class  man  cannot  keep  sitting  when  a
high caste man passes by.    This practice derives its sanction
not only from immemorial custom but probably, from the in-
junctions of Hindu law-givers as well.    Gautama laid down that
the Sudra should respect the Arya by rising to his feet.1   Apa-
stamba recommended corporal punishment for the Sudra who
tried to assume a position of equality with the twice-born men
either in sitting, conversing, or going along the road.2   Even in
cities the orthodox Hindus do not treat educated members of the
depressed classes on the same footing as the educated members
of high castes.

Use of Wells

From the point of view of the State, far more important than
the above/ are disabilities in regard to the use of public wells,
schools, etc. Usually these people have separate kachcha wells

1  op. cit. p. 206.

2  op, cit. p. 165,